washable. The cap being of the folding sort, it would
be quite easy to press after washing, and iron out into
a fresh, clean, smooth, white cap! What could be better
or more becoming? So, having thought all this out, I
made this cap. As a matter of fact, the climatic conditions
of our country render the csola' topee the most suitable
head-gear for Bharatis. It affords perfect protection to
the head, eyes, and back of the neck from the burning
sun, and, being made of pith, is delighfully light and
cool. It lets in a little air, too. The only reason why I
do not advocate the esola' topee is that it does not harmo-
nize at all with our Bharati dress. Moreover, people
these days dislike anything that has a European flavour.
If our craftsmen would evolve a head-gear which com-
bined all the qualities of the sola hat with a Bharati
shape, they would be doing a great service to the whole
country. It only needs a little bit of thought. I am sure
they would not find it difficult."
61. SWADESHI : 'LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR'
Whenever Bapu talked with any one, he was careful
to keep in mind that person's way of life, his religious
predilections and his likes and dislikes.
One day, he received a letter from a Christian
gentleman in which the correspondent had asked a
question regarding Swadeshi.
Bapu wrote in answer : "Swadeshi is merely a
biblical injunction put into action. Has not Christ said,
cLove thy neighbour as thyself3 ? If a man forsakes his
neighbouring shopkeeper for one far off, he is forgetting
his own neighbourliness and following the dictates of
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